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Applications are invited for a fully-funded PhD Studentship working with Dr Stephen Thomas 
and AstraZeneca on group 13 catalysis. The PhD will be based at the School of Chemistry, 
University of Edinburgh and include a 3-month placement at AstraZeneca.  
 
Project: This PhD studentship will develop a new class of catalysis using group 13 elements. 
Alongside mechanistic studies, the potential of this sustainable catalytic paradigm will be 
demonstrated in widely used and industrially important transformations.   
 
The project will provide great training in a wide variety of organic and inorganic techniques and 
analytical methods. Organic and inorganic syntheses, including inert atmosphere and that of 
main-group species, will be used alongside multinuclear NMR, mass spectrometry, and X-ray 
crystallography. The practical skills gained will be complemented by scientific problem solving. It 
is expected that the successful applicant will have opportunities to present their work at suitable 
national and international conferences.  
 
Research Environment: EaStCHEM ranks second in the “Power Table” with 95% of our 
research classed as world leading or internationally excellent.  The Thomas group are a small, 
close-knit and enthusiastic team made-up of undergraduates, PhD students and post-docs who 
are focussed on the development and understanding of sustainable catalytic methodologies.   
 
Further information: Please email Stephen (stephen.thomas@ed.ac.uk) for further details and 
informal applications (please include a CV), and see related references below.  

ACS Catalysis 2018, DOI:10.1021/acscatal.7b04279. 

Synthesis 2017, DOI: 10.1055/s-0036-1591719. 

Nature Chem. 2017, 9, 595-600. 

Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 15356-15359. 

 
Details: Fully-funded (tuition fees & stipend) 48-month PhD studentship is available to start on 1 
Sept. 2018. The stipend rate for 2018/19 will be approximately £14500 per annum. The position 
is funded by an EPSRC iCASE award in collaboration with AstraZeneca.  
 
Eligibility: Applicants must have an undergraduate degree in Chemistry (at least an upper-
second) and will preferably have experience of working in catalysis or synthetic 
organic/inorganic. The ideal candidate will have a strong interest in all aspects of catalysis, 
synthesis and mechanistic chemistry and fulfil the EPSRC eligibility criteria: 
https://www.epsrc.ac.uk/skills/students/help/eligibility/  
 
Closing date: Upon appointment of a suitable applicant.  
 
The School of Chemistry holds a Silver Athena SWAN award in recognition of our commitment 
to advance gender equality in higher education. The University is a member of the Race 
Equality Charter and is a Stonewall Scotland Diversity Champion. The University has a range of 
initiatives to support a family friendly working environment. See our University Initiatives website 
for further information: https://www.ed.ac.uk/equality-diversity/help-advice/family-friendly 
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