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Employment prospects 
Each year the University of Edinburgh 
surveys the first employment destinations 
of its graduates. 

• 97.8 per cent of the 2017 Edinburgh 
chemistry graduates were in 
employment or further study six months 
after graduation,2 much higher than the 
UK average of 88.7 per cent.3

• On this measure Edinburgh ranked third 
among the 29 UK university chemistry 
departments, second in the Russell 
Group.2

• At Edinburgh, chemistry graduates 
outperformed those with degrees in 
disciplines traditionally associated 
with high employment levels such as 
business, veterinary medicine, law, 
informatics and economics. A chemistry 
degree from Edinburgh makes you very 
attractive to employers.

• A 2018 report from the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies compared salaries at age 29 for 
graduates from different universities and 
disciplines.4 One of the key conclusions 
was that ‘Not all degrees are the same, 
and subject choice appears to be a very 
important determinant of returns.’  

• According to the Royal Society of 
Chemistry, typical starting salaries for 
chemistry graduates are in the range 
£18,200 – £26,600, and in 2017 the 
median salary for its professional 
members was £49,500 including 
bonuses.5 

Employment sectors
Examples of chemistry graduate job 
titles and employers gathered from the 
Destinations of Leavers from Higher 
Education 2016/17 survey are provided 
below.2

Science: pharmaceutical consultant 
– consultancy firm; medicinal chemist 
– pharmaceutical company; production 
support chemist – pharmaceutical 
company; analytical chemist – chemical 
company; organic chemist – environmental 
consultancy company; computational 
chemist – Unilever; laboratory technician – 
textile company; publishing editor – Royal 
Society of Chemistry.

Management: head of recruitment 
– recruitment agency; research and 
development manager – AkzoNobel; 
E-commerce manager – vehicle distribution 
company.

Education: lecturer – international 
university; lecturer – FE college.

Engineering: manufacturing engineer – 
Rolls Royce; metal welding engineer – oil 
and gas contract manufacturer; materials 
engineer – electrical engineering company.

Business, HR and finance: financial 
analyst – BP; fraud investigation analyst - 
Amazon; tax adviser – finance company; 
graduate business analyst – digital 
solutions company; risk analyst – Standard 
Life; technical and market analyst – market 
research company.

Further study
Chemistry is one of the disciplines that sees 
a high proportion of its graduates progress 
to further study.  Across the UK 18 per cent 
of chemistry graduates responding to the 
2017 survey progressed to a PhD, whilst 
for Edinburgh this figure was 31 per cent.2 
This very high progression to PhDs reflects 
our students’ enthusiasm to continue to 
study chemistry and the exposure they 
gain to research during their degrees, in 
particular during the year-long MChem/
MChemPhys final year research project.

How does an Edinburgh chemistry 
degree improve my employability?
At Edinburgh students’ employability skills 
are enhanced through a wide variety of 
activities integrated into the courses you 
will study. 

• The laboratory courses develop your 
confidence and ability to safely handle 
chemicals, equipment and sophisticated 
instruments as well as manage your 
time, communicate effectively and work 
in teams. 

• There are activities designed to 
develop your skills in written and oral 
presentation, literature searching, 
analysis and interpretation, data analysis 
and problem-solving. 

• The fourth year of the MChem/
MChemPhys degrees include a course 
to further refine these skills in the context 
of research. 

• All of our degrees culminate in a final 
year research project, which for the 
MChem/MChemPhys occupies the 
whole of Year 5 and may be carried out 
in industry or at another university in 
Europe, Asia or North America, providing 
outstanding opportunities to grow your 
confidence and experience. 

• The University Careers Service organises 
an annual series of employability 
workshops for chemistry students 
in which senior people from industry 
discuss and lead activities to highlight 
possible careers for chemistry graduates.

A degree in Chemistry is a wise choice for your future employability 
and earning potential. Employers value the transferable skills that a 
chemistry degree provides, not only for roles as a professional chemist, 
but also for jobs in other sectors including finance, business, publishing, 
IT and teaching. Almost two-thirds of chemistry graduates work in 
settings beyond laboratories.1 Employers like the scientific and technical 
knowledge, but also the combination of skills in problem-solving, 
teamwork, numeracy, research, project and time management, and 
written and verbal communication that studying chemistry fosters. This is 
reflected in the very competitive salaries paid to chemistry graduates.

1. www.rsc.org/careers/future/employability-skills
2.  www.hesa.ac.uk/news/19-07-2018/DLHE-

publication-201617
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