
Each of our degrees has a research 
project in the final year providing 
the exciting opportunity to explore 
an area of chemistry that interests 
you in great depth, and apply the 
skills and knowledge that you have 
mastered over the preceding years. 
It is not uncommon for the results 
of students’ project work to be 
published in one of the primary 
chemistry journals.

BSc Projects
The project occupies one third of your time 
in the final year and is carried out alongside 
your chosen Senior Honours taught courses. 
You will be able to choose your research 
area and join one of the School’s research 
groups to work alongside PhD students and 
postdoctoral researchers. An alternative 
option is the Science Education Placement 
for which you will be placed in a local high 
school to carry out research on an aspect of 
chemistry education supervised by a teacher. 
This is an attractive option for students 
intending to progress to a postgraduate 
teaching qualification in preparation for a 
career in education.

MChem/MChemPhys Projects
The final year of the MChem/MChemPhys 
degrees are devoted entirely to research. 
This is an immersive Masters level research 
experience unhindered by the need to 
attend taught courses or prepare for exams, 
something that is not possible at most 
other universities, and provides excellent 
preparation for a subsequent career within 
industrial research or a PhD. A lab-based 
‘Training in Research’ course is taken during 
the fourth year to prepare you for the project. 

There is a choice between three locations/
contexts for your research:

• Edinburgh based 
You will join one of the many world class 
research groups in the School of Chemistry 
(or Physics for Chemical Physics students) 
to undertake your research. You will 
become a fully integrated member of the 
group and work alongside PhD students 
and postdoctoral researchers. The School 
has over 50 academic staff, the majority 
of which run research groups, and this 
means that research spans the full range 
of chemistry and its interfaces with 
physics, biology, medicine, engineering 
and environmental sciences. By the time 
you reach this stage of your degree you 
will most likely have developed an interest 
in a particular area of chemistry, and you 
will be able to select a project in your 
chosen field. You will have full access to 
the School’s impressive range of research 
facilities and instrumentation as required 
for your project. You will attend research 
seminars provided by visiting academics 
from around the world and join other group 
members in presenting and discussing your 
research at group meetings. 
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We’re consistently ranked 
one of the top 50 universities 
in the world. We’re 16th in 
the most recent QS World 
University Rankings.

2ND
We’re ranked second  
in the UK for chemistry†  
and have 88 per cent  
overall student  
satisfaction‡.

2ND
Edinburgh is ranked 
the second best 
student city in  
the UK and 7th  
in Europe.*

* QS Best Student Cities
† The Times Good University Guide 2022
‡ National Student Survey 2021
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• Industrial research 
The School has relationships with many 
industrial research laboratories and 
research institutes around the world. 
Over recent years hosts have included 
Glaxo Smith Kline (UK), Astra Zeneca(UK), 
Roche (Switzerland), Pfizer (UK), Procter 
and Gamble (UK, Belgium, Germany), 
Syngenta (UK), Akzo Nobel (Netherlands), 
Agfa (Belgium), Unilever (UK), Merck (UK), 
Diageo (UK), Los Alamos (USA), European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory (Germany), 
NTT Basic Research Laboratory (Japan), 
Cemex (Switzerland), Johnson Matthey 
(UK), Afton Chemical (UK), Science and 
Technology Facilities Council (UK) and 
many others. Students are employed by 
the company and paid a salary, typically 
£15,000-£18,000. The project is defined 
by the company and the expectation is 
for students to contribute to research 
of genuine significance to the company. 
The experience provides an outstanding 
preparation for your future career and an 
opportunity to discover whether life in 
industry is right for you. The fact that the 
Industrial Placement is the final year of your 
degree provides the possibility of making 
the transition directly into full employment 
by your host company if that is what you 
and the company want. 

• International research 
The School has partnerships with many 
university chemistry departments around 
the world. Students can choose to 
undertake their projects within one of the 
many and varied research groups located 
in these departments. Host universities 
include Hong Kong University, Nanyang 
Technological University (Singapore), 
University of Chicago (USA), University 
of Connecticut (USA), Taiwan National 
University, Nagoya University (Japan), 
three universities in Australia and many 
universities around Europe including those 
in Paris, Amsterdam, Valencia, Alicante, 
Bologna, Munich, Grenoble, Zurich and 
Lausanne. 

The project application and selection process 
in Year 4 gives you the opportunity to explore 
each of the possibilities before choosing 
which is right for you. Students following 
the industrial or international option will be 
assigned an Edinburgh supervisor who will 
be responsible for monitoring and supporting 
students’ progress, which includes at least one 
visit during the year, as well as coordinating 
the assessment. For each of the project types 
students are assessed on their performance 
on the project, an oral presentation, a 
literature review and final project report. 
The weighting of the research project in the 
final degree classification is 40 per cent, 
reflecting the importance placed on this 
capstone experience in which students have 
the opportunity to demonstrate and apply 
the knowledge and skills developed over the 
preceding four years of study.
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