
The School of Chemistry

Chemistry is the central science 
discipline and has a long history. 
It originally grew out of the need 
and desire to understand medicine 
and the wider natural world and 
its materials and processes at a 
fundamental level. In recent times 
the interfaces of chemistry with 
biology, physics, engineering and 
medicine have become increasingly 
important with many of the global 
challenges in energy, health, 
resources, environment and climate 
change requiring interdisciplinary 
solutions with chemistry. Our degree 
programmes reflect this breadth 
and diversity within the discipline. 

Chemistry has a long history at the University 
of Edinburgh. The first Professor of Chemistry, 
James Crawford, was appointed in 1713, 
and we celebrated 300 years of chemistry in 
Edinburgh in 2013.  

Our Degree Programmes
The School of Chemistry at Edinburgh 
offers three undergraduate degree titles: 
Chemistry; Chemical Physics; Medicinal and 
Biological Chemistry. They are delivered at 
both Bachelors, BSc(Hons), and Masters, 
MChem/MChemPhys(Hons), levels as four- and 
five-year programmes respectively, with the 
option to enter the second year directly for 
highly qualified candidates. They provide both 
a high level education in the discipline and 
opportunities to specialise in areas of greatest 
interest, culminating in a research project 
which, for the MChem/MChemPhys degrees, 
occupies the entire final year with a choice of 
location and context.

Key features
• All degree programmes accredited by the 

Royal Society of Chemistry.

• Chemical Physics accredited by both the 
Royal Society of Chemistry and the Institute 
of Physics.

• A large and diverse chemistry community 
with over 50 academic staff with 
international reputations in their  
research fields.

• Highly supportive Student Support system 
providing individual student support by 
trained staff based in the School.

• Significant choice and flexibility in Years 1 
and 2 providing the opportunity to focus on 
chemistry and other science or engineering 
courses, or other courses across the 
University.

• Possible to retain the option to transfer 
to Year 2 of an alternative degree in most 
science and engineering disciplines after 
Year 1 in Chemistry.

• Extensive training in practical chemistry, 
problem-solving, presentation skills, 
scientific writing and team working to 
enhance employability.

Why study

Undergraduate 
Degrees in 
Chemistry
in Edinburgh.
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Top 
50

We’re consistently ranked 
one of the top 50 universities 
in the world. We’re 16th in 
the most recent QS World 
University Rankings.

2ND
We’re ranked second  
in the UK for chemistry†  
and have 88 per cent  
overall student  
satisfaction‡.

2ND
Edinburgh is ranked 
the second best 
student city in  
the UK and 7th  
in Europe.*

* QS Best Student Cities
† The Times Good University Guide 2022
‡ National Student Survey 2021

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk


• For BSc students the option of a Science 
Education Placement in a school as an 
alternative to the final year chemistry 
research project. 

• Free choice from a suite of Senior Honours/
Masters level chemistry courses for the 
Chemistry degree programmes in Year 4 
enabling specialisation in areas of greatest 
interest.

• For MChem students a ‘Training for 
Research’ practical course in Year 4 to 
support the transition from teaching 
laboratory experience to the final year 
research project.

• All taught courses and exams completed by 
the end of Year 4.

• A research project occupying the whole 
of Year 5 for MChem students with no 
competing demands from taught courses 
providing an immersive Masters level 
research experience.

• Choice of location/context for MChem 
research projects: Edinburgh chemistry 
(or physics for Chemical Physics) research 
group; industry in UK or overseas; Year 
Abroad partner universities in Europe or 
further afield.

The degrees provide a rigorous coverage of 
the discipline that is common for the BSc and 
MChem programmes for Years 1-3. Beyond 
this the BSc and MChem programmes diverge 
to provide more emphasis on research for 
the MChem. For the Chemistry and Medicinal 
and Biological Chemistry programmes there 
is considerable flexibility in Years 1 and 2 
allowing you to tailor your courses to achieve a 
number of different objectives:

• Study additional relevant chemistry and 
other science and engineering courses to 
support your degree, e.g. biology, physics, 
geosciences, mathematics, computer 
science/informatics, chemical engineering, 
environmental chemistry, biological 
chemistry, chemical pharmacology. 

• Choose courses more widely from across 
the University to provide a broader 
education in Years 1 and 2. You could 
choose to continue a subject you enjoyed 
at school, e.g. geography or economics, 
learn a foreign language, either as a 
beginner or to continue with your studies 
from school, or try something new like 
archaeology, politics or philosophy – there 
are many first year courses that have no 
prerequisite entry requirements.

• Choose courses in first year that are 
common to the curricula for both chemistry 
and another science or engineering 
discipline, enabling you to retain the option 
of transferring into the second year of 
a degree in the second discipline at the 
end of the first year. This is a significant 
advantage of our degree structure 
and provides confidence that you are 
not necessarily making an irreversible 
decision to study chemistry, even if you 
are convinced that it is correct for you at 
the outset. Transfers to degrees in biology, 
chemical engineering, physics, geosciences 
or mathematics are possible through this 
route. Our Student Support Team will be 
able to advise you about this.

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336. Every effort has been made 
to ensure the accuracy of this leaflet at the time of going to press. However, it will not form part of a contract between the University and a 
student or applicant and must be read in conjunction with the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Undergraduate Guide.
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